
2001 PR Division Business Meeting 
 
Chair Chuck Lubbers called the meeting to order at 12:35 on Saturday, November 
3, 2001. 
 
Minutes were distributed, and reviewed.  Minutes were approved. 
 
Greg Leichty gave the Legislative Council Report.  There were three main items of interest for 
the Public Relations Division. First, there was a voted change in dues, increasing sustaining dues 
$25, and increasing student dues from $45 to $55. Second, the new Journal of Cultural and 
Critical Studies has been approved and has been forward to the Publications Board. Third, the 
council is reviewing the constitution and bylaws. Chuck Lubbers reported on the task force’s 
work. A number of small changes were approved, and other changes are tentative and subject to 
the membership’s approval in the spring. One proposed change is that the council has done away 
with the commission distinction, and has lowered the division distinction to 100. With 100 
members, a division will have two representatives to LC, and above 500 members, representation 
would be pro-rated: 100-500 (2); 1000 (4); and 1500 (5). Each representative will have one vote 
for all items. 
 
Other proposed changes call for stricter stipulations on officers and who may be representatives 
to LC. Now it is left to division bylaws to elect or appoint reps. Chuck suggested that we may 
want to reconsider how the PR Division does this. Secretary would be retained as an official of 
the Division. Chuck stated that he believes that the chances of these changes passing are high.  
Chuck discussed two possible unintended consequences of the changes. First, there would be a 
25% increase in the size of the Legislative Council. There are questions about whether the 
increase in representatives would make the LC unwieldy. Second, if the division distinction is 
dropped to 100, he questioned the incentive to stay in a large division rather than break out and 
start a new division, and have many more divisions proliferate.  
 
Vice Chair Rachel Holloway gave the program report.  The Division submitted 
17 panels, including the business meeting. The panels were comprised of 90 participants from 50 
institutions. Submitted papers: 37. Accepted papers: 26. Acceptance rate: 70%. Rachel thanked 
the reviewers for investing the time to review papers within the tight turnaround time. Several 
papers were submitted online, which helped in the review process. Members were encouraged to 
serve as reviewers. Rachel made some observations and suggestions about the conference 
submission and review process. First, assume that a panel proposal with three papers and no 
respondent will have lower chances of being accepted than at least four papers with a respondent. 
Second, the respondent format continues to be popular. Third, panels with a clear, unifying 
theme, breaking new ground, and stimulating discussion have the greatest chance of being 
accepted. Fourth, when competitive papers are reviewed, there is a separation or distinction about 
what counts as public relations and, when rejected, that may be the reason. While there was an 
overwhelming preponderance of papers about crisis management, the program planners hoped to 
provide enough diversity of research presented in other areas. Rachel ended her program report 
by thanking all of the panel respondents. 
 
Chuck Lubbers thanked Rachel for her hard work, and said that the number of submissions have 
been up for the last couple of years, which is a great testament to the activity and quality of public 
relationships scholarship. 
 
 
 



 
Top Papers: 

"Radicalizing Public Relations Matanarratives: India as a Case Study.” Nilanjana R. 
Bardhan, Southern Illinois State, Carbondale 
  "Determining Linkages Between Key Public Member Relationship Descriptions and 
Subsequent Behavior: Implications for the Study and Practice of Public Relations.” Stephen D. 
Bruning, Capital University, Kathryn Lambe, Capital University 

"Exigencies, Explanations, and Executions: Toward a Dynamic Theory of the Crisis 
Communication Genre.” Susan Shultz Huxman, Wichita State University 
  "Using Cognitive Schema Theory to Develop Public Relations Strategy: Communicating 
with Financial Analysts Following Acquisition Announcements.” Jerome C. Kuperman, 
Moorhead State University 
 
Top Student Papers: 
 Need  Info 
 
 
Vice-Chair-Elect Reports:  Debra Worley provided information about next year's 
conference in New Orleans.  Conference theme: "Communication in Action."  There will be 3-4 
keynote “conversations” throughout the conference, instead of one major keynote address. There 
will be about the same number of panels and the same requirements. She strongly encouraged 
submission of cross-referenced panels, and said they would count as ½, which could result in 
more panels per division. A pre-conference on grant writing is in the works. There will be a 
strong focus on service learning in communications, providing a perfect opportunity to put 
together panels and roundtables with other divisions. Debra said there are great opportunities for 
the PR Division to take advantage of the New Orleans area and involvement with area 
professionals. 
 
Submissions for 2001 must be emailed to Debra Worley at cmkernis@ruby.indstate.edu 
 
Greg Leichty announced the PRide Awards, and thanked committee members Lynn Zoch and  

Timothy Coombs. 
Book Award:  "Handbook of Public Relations. Robert L. Heath (ed.). Sage (2001). 
Best Article: Need to get from Greg 
 
The Nominating Committee presented the slate of officers for 2001. 
Elections commenced.  Results: 
Vice Chair-Elect:  Theresa Russel-Loretz, Millersville University 
PRide Committee:  Michael Smith, LaSalle University, Robert Heath, 

University of Houston 
Nominating Committee: Michael Kent, Montclair State University, Jeffrey Courtwright, Illinois 
State University (by acclamation) 
Readers:  (all Readers were elected by acclamation) 

Ken Plowman, San Jose State University 
Michael Palenchar, University of Florida 
Bonita Dostal Neff, Valparaiso University 
Michael Kent, Montclair State University 
Susanna Patterson, Valdosta State University 
Virginia Rodino, Syracuse University 
Niljana Bardhan, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale 

 Brigitta Brunner, University of Northern Iowa 



 Michelle O’Malley, Kansas State University 
 Diane Gorcyca, Missouri Western State University 
 Timothy Coombs, Wayne State University 
 Katherine Kinick, Kennesaw State University 

Katherine Rowan, George Mason University 
Maureen Taylor, Rutgers University 
Rise Samra, Barry University 
Gayle Pohl, University of Northern Iowa 
Cynthia King, Cal State, Fullerton 
Susan Huxman, Wichita State University 

 
Old Business: Chuck Lubbers reported on Timothy Coombs’ update on the Index of Journals. 
Tim has drafted a letter with justification for including public relations literature/scholarship, and 
the item is on the move. Carl Botan said that merely sending a table of contents won’t suffice. We 
also need to send them names of people who will input the data for inclusion in the index. Carl 
also said that we might need to supply abstracts of material up to five years back. Lynn Sallot 
said that she has records of the Public Relations Review, Journal of Public Relations Research, 
and the Research Annual that can be forwarded. Dean Kruckeberg said that we need to take a 
stand in ranking journals, which may be helpful to rank, tenure, and promotion committee 
members outside the public relations discipline in their evaluations. Chuck Lubbers said we may 
want to revisit that issue in the future. Maureen Taylor and Priscilla Murphy are proposing a 2002 
pre-conference workshop on public relations graduate education, asked for feedback and 
participants, especially those involved with grad programs. 
 
Membership Report: The proliferation of units breaking out of divisions and creating new 
divisions has depleted the PR Division from the high of 450 members 4-5 years ago, to just over 
250 in 2001. Unless the constitutional changes go into effect, we will be a commission (if 
membership falls below 300). Carl Botan said that these same sorts of indicators of declining 
membership numbers are experienced in other units. There are still many public relations 
openings and a lot of activity, however, we may have become complacent with our growth a few 
years ago. We need to recapture some of the same attitude when we were emphasizing 
membership in the PR Division. Chuck Lubbers urged us to recapture the “fire” of PR 
membership, and talk up our division at other conventions with other organizations. Jeff 
Courtright asked how many student members there are. Chuck said that many years ago there was 
a high number of grad student members, and he doesn’t believe that is the case now. Dean 
Kruckeberg questioned if dropping the semi-annual hard copy newsletter was a factor. Chuck said 
that our bylaws call for electing a newsletter editor, but that’s not happened since 1993. The 
division web site is under-utilized and out of date. We could access the NCA list and reinstate the 
newsletter. John Madsen moved that the Executive Council review this issue and bring to the next 
meeting the possibility of reinstating the hard copy newsletter. Gayle Pohl volunteered to help if 
the hard copy form is reinstated. 
 
The gavel was passed to Rachel Holloway.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
Minutes submitted by Denise P. Ferguson, Pepperdine University 
 


