
Business Meeting Minutes NCA 2002 Public Relations Division 
  
Friday Nov. 22 8-9:15 a.m. 
New Orleans Sheraton 
Oak Alley 4th Floor 
  
Chair Rachel Holloway called the meeting to order, and asked everyone present 
to read and review the minutes from last year’s meeting. The minutes were 
accepted by proclamation. 
  
Rachel reported about the division newsletter. Chuck Lubbers has agreed to 
be the newsletter editor and he will coordinate the newsletter with the 
division Web site.  It has taken much work over the last two years to 
get this going, and Rachel thanked Chuck for his efforts. Virginia Tech will 
host the Web site, and Rachel and Chuck will coordinate. 
  
The division unanimously approved Chuck as the newsletter editor for two 
years. The division will elect a new editor in two years, and the new editor 
will serve a three-year term. 
  
Rachel reported on the Legislative Council meeting. NCA is considering a 
different structure to organize and count the caucuses, interest groups and 
divisions. This will make the Council’s size much larger. Rachel also 
warned that PR division membership is falling and this may eventually affect 
our status at NCA. The division currently has about 300 members. 
  
Vice Chair Debra Worley reported on the acceptances/rejections of papers for 
this conference. The Public Relations Division had 20 total slots at the 
conference.  There were 26 competitive papers submitted, and 21 of these 
were accepted for presentation.  Fourteen panels were submitted, and 12 
accepted.  For the 2003 convention, the PR Division will have 18 slots based on 
the size of our membership. Debra also noted that this year’s student 
submissions were excellent, and asked faculty to continue to encourage their 
students to submit their work. 
  
The Top Papers Awards were announced: 
  
Further Testing of the Symbolic Crisis Communication Theory: An Extended 
Examination of Crisis History as a Modifier. W. Timothy Coombs, Wayne State 
University  
  
The Presentation of CEOs in the Press, 1990-2000: Increasing Salience, 
Positive Valence, and a Focus on Competency and Personal Dimensions of CEO 
Image. Dong-Jin Park, University of Alabama, Bruce K. Berger, University of 
Alabama  
  



Concern and Corrective Action During an Accident: An Analysis of Responses 
Communicated in a Crisis Situation. Thomas A. Fediuk, Michigan State 
University  
  
Race and Crisis Communication: Putting the Crisis Response into Action. 
David E. Williams, Texas Tech University, Bolanle A. Olaniran, Texas Tech 
University  
  
The Top Student Papers:  Denise please check.  I did not see any. 
  
  
  
  
  
The following paper readers for the 2003 convention were elected: 
  
Shannon Bowen, University of Houston 
Joshua Boyd, Purdue University 
Brigitta Brunner, University of Northern Iowa 
Nilanjana Bardhan, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale 
Tina Carroll, University of Miami 
Diane Gorcyca, Missouri Western State University 
Lisa Fall, University of Tennessee-Knoxville 
Angela Jerome, Illinois State University 
Michael Kent, Montclair State University 
Michelle O’Malley, Kansas State University 
Michael Palenchar, University of Florida 
Kenneth Plowman, San Jose State University 
Katherine Rowan, George Mason University 
Brian Sowa, Eastern Illinois University 
Maureen Taylor, Rutgers University 
Michaela Vorvoreanu, Purdue University 
  
All sixteen paper readers were accepted. Bonita Dostal Neff and Pam 
Bourland-Davis were elected by acclamation as the two members of the nominating 
Committee. Tim Coombs was elected as the Vice Chair. 
  
Teresa Russell-Loretz, the Vice Chair, reported on the plans for the Miami 
conference.  The call for papers will be placed in SPECTRA and the theme is “Reaching 
Out, Reaching In.” NCA is encouraging collaboration across divisions and across 
disciplines. Paper submitters will use “All Academic” (ICA has already implemented this 
system) and the program planning will use tracking numbers to ensure the 
integrity of the system. NCA hopes to use paperless submissions in 2004. 
  
 
 



Chuck Lubbers announced the PRIDE Award Recipients.  The best article was by 
Tim Coombs and Sherry Holladay.  The best textbook was by Don Stacks. The 
best book was by Dave Dozier, Grunig and Grunig.  
  
Tim Coombs updated the division on the status of including our journals in 
the major indexes. He announced that the Journal of Public Relations 
Research is now being indexed in the Communication Studies Index.  Public 
Relations Review will be added shortly.  This is good news for public 
relations scholars because it gives our work more visibility in the field. 
  
In discussing new business, Carl Botan spoke of the need for our division to 
participate in more pedagogically-based discussions. Maureen Taylor spoke of 
the need to mentor the next generation of grad students and encourage them 
to conduct research in the field of public relations. Dean Kruckeberg 
suggested that the division participate in “Learning to Teach,” and Judy 
VanSlyke Turk suggested that we work to reach out to practitioners who are 
becoming more relied on as lecturers and adjuncts in undergraduate public 
relations courses.  She recommended that the PR division take a more active 
role in preparing the for teaching and suggested a “Boot Camp” approach to 
help them make the successful transition from practitioner to educator. 
  
The discussion continued about the pre conference with members Carl Botan 
and Bob Heath offering suggestions about collaboration with other 
professional associations on the topic of hiring and training adjuncts. 
  
At the close of the meeting there were announcements for jobs, conferences, 
and books. Bob Heath announced that he was editing an encyclopedia of public 
relations and asked for submissions. 
  
Debra Worley accepted the gavel and adjourned the meeting at 9:15 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Denise P. Ferguson, Secretary 
(Minutes taken by Maureen Taylor) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


