
NCA 2006 Public Relations Division Business Meeting Minutes 
November 18, 2006, 3:30 - 4:45 p.m. 
Gonzalez Convention Center, Room 209 
San Antonio, Texas 
 
 
Chair Maureen Taylor called the meeting to order at 3:31 p.m. She requested members 
present to review last year’s minutes.  Robert Heath made a motion to accept the minutes 
and Mihaela Vorvoreanu seconded.  The minutes were unanimously approved.   
 
Officer and Committee Reports 
 
Chair’s Report  
Maureen reported that she and former-chair Tim Coombs attended the Legislative 
Assembly meeting.  She relayed to the division that NCA fees will increase by $10 to 
help manage inflation.  There was a motion at this meeting for a sliding scale for 
conference and membership fees – the motion was defeated.  There will also be a gradual 
increase in life membership to $6,000. 
Maureen also reported that the PR Division has a total of 450 members at present, and 
that more members should be encouraged to come to the annual business meeting for 
wider feedback on the business of the division. 
She finally reported that www.communicationcurrents.com, the popular consumption 
magazine for NCA research, has gone online.  This magazine contains research rewritten 
for interested audiences outside the NCA circuit.  It is currently a quarterly publication, 
and the long-term goal is to publish it on a monthly basis.  This magazine is an initiative 
of NCA’s PR and marketing efforts. 
At this point, Carl Botan briefly reported on the NCA task force on PR and marketing.  
He said that NCA has hired Mark Fernando full-time for this job.  Carl is serving on the 
task force, and he mentioned that the PR Division is in a good position in NCA (along 
with AEJMC).  He briefly described some of the current initiatives of the NCA PR and 
marketing efforts: 

1. Launching of the online magazine www.communicationcurrents.com 
2. Conducting media relations out of headquarters in Washington, DC 
3. Sending information packages to college campuses  
4. Conducting short courses for communication department administrators on how 

to conduct effective PR for the communication discipline 
Those interested in providing input should contact Carl directly. 
 
At this point, Bonnie Neff added that the 2006 report of the Commission on Public 
Relations Education (www.commpred.org) is out.  She circulated a copy and mentioned 
that the executive summary of the report will be available on the PRSA website on Nov. 
30, 2006. 
 
Vice-Chair’s Report   
Vice-Chair Michael Kent reported that 60 papers were submitted this year and 43 were 
accepted; 13 programs were submitted and 5 were accepted.  The division will have the 



same number of slots for next year’s convention to be held in Chicago.  He also 
mentioned that NCA sells papers in CD-ROM form, and some discussion ensued about 
the possibility of posting the division’s papers on the division web site for a limited 
amount of time on a limited access basis (in order to avoid problems with publication of 
individual papers in the future). He thanked this year’s paper reviewers for their service. 
 
Nominating Committee Report 
Past-chair Tim Coombs thanked this year’s nominating committee members (Brigitta 
Bruner and Josh Boyd) for their hard work on getting nominations for this year’s 
elections. 
 
Division Elections 
 

Vice-Chair Elect:  The two nominees were Michael Smith and John Stone. Stone 
was absent. Smith gave a short speech. Nominations were opened to the floor and closed.  
Members voted and Michael Smith was elected. 
 
 Secretary:  Brigitta Brunner was the only nominee and was voted in by 
acclamation. 
 

PRIDE Committee:  The nominees were Michael Palenchar, Susan Waters, Debra 
Worley, and Lois Foreman-Wernet.  Katerina Tsetsura and Mihaela Vorvoreanu self-
nominated from the floor.  Members voted and the new PRIDE Committee comprises 
Mihaela Vorvoreanu, Katerina Tsetsura, Debra Worley and Michael Palenchar.   
 

Nominating Committee:  The three nominees were Nilanjana Bardhan, Corey 
Hickerson and Jae-Hwa Shin.  Members voted and the new nomination committee 
comprises Nilanjana Bardhan and Corey Hickerson. 

   
Paper reviewers:  The following list of paper reviewers for the 2007 Chicago 

conference was approved by acclamation.   
  
Ashli Quesinberry Stokes 
Leslie Reynard 
Michael J. Palenchar 
Susan Waters 
Corey A. Hickerson 
Michelle O’Malley 
Risë J. Samra 
Isaac Blankson 
Sherry Holladay 
Jae-Hwa Shin 
Tricia Hansen-Horn 
John Fisher 
Kay Weaver 
Theresa Russel-Loretz 



Lan Ni 
Jee-Hee Han 
Lisa Muller 
Cynthia King 
Chris Caldiero 
Sheila McAllister-Oteve 
Damion Waymer 
Oyvind Ihlen 
Kaustubh Nande  
Sorin Natasia 
Katerina Tsetsura 
Brigitta R. Brunner 
 
(Various position opening announcements and miscellaneous announcements were made 
while votes were being counted) 
 
Vice-Chair Elect’s Report   
Vice-Chair Elect Denise Ferguson noted that the theme for the 2007 NCA convention, to 
be held in Chicago Nov. 15-18, is “Communicating World Views:  Faith, Intellect and 
Ethics.” She noted that it would be worthwhile to focus on diversity panels and that the 
division will have 17 slots. She also mentioned that NCA is trying to encourage 
submission for the Scholar-to-Scholar sessions in order to include more scholars and 
scholarship.  Also, competitive paper submissions, common theme panels and round table 
sessions will receive renewed emphasis. Finally, she noted that according to a new rule, 
an individual can have no more than three presences within a division and no more than 
one as first author. 
 
PRIDE Awards 
Maureen thanked last year’s committee members (Katerina Tsetsura, Mihaela 
Vorvoreanu, Bonnie Neff and Michael Smith) for their hard work and announced this 
year’s awards.   
 
Best Book Award 
Botan, C., &  Hazelton, V. (Eds.) (2006).  Public relations theory II.  Mahwah, NJ:  
Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 
(Award was presented)  
 
Best Textbook Award 
Heath, R., & Coombs, T. (2006).  Today’s public relations.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage 
(Award was presented) 
 
Best Article Award: 
Heath, R. (2006) Onward into more fog: Thoughts on public relations’ research 
directions.  Journal of Public Relations Research, (18) 2, 93-114   
(Award was presented) 
 



Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
Maureen invited pre-conference ideas for next year’s convention, and suggested PR 
pedagogy as a possible topic.  Tim stated that pre-conferences are a good way to connect 
with division members and share new ideas.  He suggested a short course on teaching PR 
and said he would float another one to NCA. Carl suggested a pre-conference on 
assessment in PR that could include practitioners. 
 
Guest 
Mark Fernando, the new PR and marketing manager for NCA, introduced himself and 
briefly answered questions that members had for him. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:29 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Nilanjana Bardhan, Secretary (2003-2006). 
 


