
NCA 2008 Public Relations Division Business Meeting Minutes 
November 21, 2008, 3:30 - 4:45 p.m. 
Manchester Grand Hyatt Gallery Meeting Room 
San Diego, Calif. 
 
The meeting began at 3:36 p.m. 
Thirty-six people in addition to the officers were in attendance. 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Denise Ferguson began the meeting by introducing the officers and thanking everyone 
involved with the planning of the 2008 convention with special thank yous going to 
Michael Smith, Corey Hickerson, and Brigitta Brunner. 
 
The minutes of the meeting were voted on.  They were approved with affirmation. 
 
Ferguson introduced three items of business from Legislative Assembly which needed to 
be addressed. 
 
She reported that NCA was healthy financially.  She also told the membership that there 
had been a proposal for an affiliation with the Association of Business Communicators.  
Concerns were raised at Legislative Assembly that this affiliation would take division 
program slots, hotel rooms, and conference rooms, however, the proposal passed.  A 
decision was made in summer 2008 that there would be a moratorium on any other 
affiliations. 
 
The second item of business was the CRTNET dialogue about the Manchester Grand 
Hyatt.  Legislative Assembly considered a proposal for an escape clause to its hotel 
contracts.  The proposal failed to gain the two-thirds vote needed for it to pass.  Concerns 
about this proposal were boycotts, picket lines, and legalities. 
 
The third Legislative Assembly item was a Resolution about Solitary Confinement and 
Torture.  The resolution missed the June 1 deadline, and there a vote was necessary to 
discuss the item.  Ultimately the resolution failed to make the two-third vote necessary to 
pass.  Concerns were raised that NCA members were not experts in solitary confinement 
and torture and therefore could not make judgments on such issues and that taking a 
political stance took NCA away from its academic purpose. 
 
Vice Chairs’ Report 
 
Michael Smith thanked his predecessors, reviewers and submitters for their help with 
planning the 2008 convention.  He noted that this convention was the largest one in the 
past three years. 
 



Paper and panel submissions surpassed last year’s total, representing a strong showing for 
the Division.  However, the number of panel slots the Division had did not increase, so 
scheduling was somewhat challenging. 
 
Several themes were evident in the submissions, including crisis communication, public 
relations and emerging technology, international PR and PR pedagogy.  Because of the 
number of submissions in crisis and emerging technologies, some otherwise worthwhile 
papers were not scheduled.  Others were transferred to the Scholar-to-Scholar sessions.  
The Division also co-sponsored one panel with the Organizational Communication 
Division.   
 
Among the challenges faced in managing the process this year were some All-Academic 
snafus, a reviewer who withdrew during the process, and the need to confirm chairs and 
presenters after the August 6 deadline. 
 
Paper submissions for 2008 numbered 83.  Forty-one were accepted for a 49% 
acceptance rate.  In 2007, 79 were submitted and 42 were accepted for a 53% acceptance 
rate.  In 2006, 60 were submitted and 43 were accepted for a 71% acceptance rate. 
 
Panel submissions for 2008 numbered 13.  Seven were accepted for a 54% acceptance 
rate.  In 2007, 10 panels were submitted and 5 were accepted for a 50% acceptance rate.  
In 2006, 13 panels were submitted and 5 were accepted for a 38% acceptance rate.  In 
2008 there were two Scholar to Scholar transfers.  Including the Business Meeting, the 
Division had 17 panels (as it did in 2007 and 2006) plus the two Scholar-to-Scholar 
sessions. 
 
In 2008, the Divisions were given an incentive of an extra two slots if they took part in 
the Scholar-To-Scholar programs.  This incentive is not available for 2009.  Smith then 
reminded those in attendance that the PRD Scholar-to-Scholar programs would be 
between 1 and 2:30 on Saturday, November 22. 
 
He also mentioned that Michael Palenchar agreed to serve as the division’s first 
wandering scholar at NCA. 
 
Smith noted that the pedagogical session held at 9:30 on Friday, November 21 had 50 
people in attendance.  He also said that the other sessions had on average between 15 and 
20 attendees.  The only problem that had been encountered onsite was the relocation of 
the Friday meetings to the Gallery because the room was difficult to find. 
 
Vice Chair Elect’s Report 
 
Susan Waters stated that she would be attending the Planner’s Meeting on Saturday, 
November 22 because flight delays prohibited her from attending the Thursday session.  
However, she noted that the theme for the 2009 Convention in Chicago was Discourses 
of Stability and Change and the call for papers could be found on page 349 of the 
Convention Program.  The deadline for submissions is February 11, 2009. 



 
She reminded those in attendance that the more reviewers the division had the smoother 
the review process would go.  At that time, she sent around a sign-up sheet for those 
interested in serving as reviewers who were not on the ballot to sign.  Smith added that 6 
to 8 papers was the norm for what a reviewer was asked to read for the 2008 convention.  
He added that the 2009 Convention would pose a challenging turnaround time.  The 
process will be approximately three and a half weeks.  The good news, however, is that 
submitters will know if their papers are accepted by the end of March.  He also added that 
NCA would be extending the deadline for registration for the 2009 Conference from 
August 6 to September 15.  He again reminded reviewers that their reviews would be 
needed quickly. 
 
Waters said that she would like to talk about panel ideas for the 2009 Conference at the 
end of the meeting if time allowed for it. 
 
Nominating Committee 
 
Corey Hickerson said that there had been a nice turnout for nominations this year.  The 
officers thanked Hickerson for the ballots he had created for the meeting. 
 
Webmaster 
There was some confusion about the terms for the webmaster position.  Mihaela 
Vorvoreanu agreed to continue on as webmaster until 2010. 
 
Vice Chair Elect 
Jeong-Nam Kim, Purdue University; Jae-Hwa Shin, University of Southern Mississippi; 
and Katerina Tsetsura, University of Oklahoma were nominated.  The nominees 
introduced themselves to those in attendance. Nominations were opened to the floor and 
closed.  Members voted and Tsetsura was elected. 
 
PRide Awards 
Michelle O’Malley, University of South Dakota; Land Ni, University of Houston; Sheila 
McAllister-Spooner, Monmouth University; Jaw-Hwa Shin, University of Southern 
Mississippi; Jeong-Nam Kim, Perdue University; Beth Eckenfelder, The University of 
Tampa; and Chair Valentine, University of Aarhus were nominated.  The nominees 
introduced themselves to those in attendance. Nominations were opened to the floor and 
closed.  Members voted and O’Malley, McAllister-Spooner, Shin, and Kim were elected. 
 
Nominating Committee 
Hickerson was nominated.  Michael Palenchar was nominated from the floor and 
accepted.  The nominees were then voted in my acclimation. 
 
PRide Awards 
 
Michael Kent announced and presented the PRide Awards. 
 



Top Article:  Øyvind Ihlen. Building on Bourdieu: A sociological grasp of public 
relations, Public Relations Review 33 (3), p.269-274, Sep 2007 
 
Top Book:  Hansen-Horn, T. L. & Neff, B. (2007). Public Relations from Theory to 
Practice,  Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon. 
 
There was no Top Textbook awarded this year. 
 
Top Papers were announced and presented by Michael Smith 
 
The 2008 Top Student Papers were: 
 
Women and Ethnic Diversity in Public Relations: The Unconventional Role of Public 
Relations in Advancing Diversity, Jeanetta D. Sims (University of Central Oklahoma) & 
Atoya Sims (University of Central Oklahoma)* TOP PAPER; An Examination of 
Michael Vick's Speech of Apologia: Implications for the Study of Sports Apologia and 
Image Repair, Kevin R. Meyer (Ohio University); Security and Prosperity Partnership of 
North America: A framing analysis, Amy Carwile, University of Alabama); and 
Attributions in Crisis Communication: A Test of Attribution Model and Situational Crisis 
Communication Theory, Se-Hoon Jeong (Univ of Pennsylvania). 
 
The Top Faculty Papers were: 
 
An Extended Rhetorical Typology of Crisis Communication: Managing the Roman 
Catholic Clergy Sex Abuse Crisis, Suzanne E. Boys (University of Cincinnati)* TOP 
PAPER; Classifying Publics: Communication Behaviors and Problem-Solving 
Characteristics in Controversial Issues, Lan Ni (University of Houston), Jeong-Nam Kim 
(Purdue University), Eun-Ju Lee (Korea Press Foundation); and The Dialogic Turn in 
Public Relations: Toward a Theory of Dialogic Practice, Michael L. Kent (University of 
Oklahoma). 
 
Action Items 
 
1.) Proposal; Change our constitution to allow for one long-term appointment to the 
legislative assembly and the current chair each year. 
 
Kent explained that some divisions have someone elected to a three-year term to serve on 
Legislative Assembly.  He said that this set up allows for familiarity with and continuity 
on Legislative Assembly.  Currently the Chair and Past Chair serve on the Legislative 
Assembly for the PR Division. 
 
Maureen Taylor added that she was amazed by how much one had to read to stay on top 
of the agenda items.  She added that there is a sense that NCA has become more 
corporatized and is less about teaching and scholarship. She added that the division might 
be better served by having someone with more experience who can better explain issues 
to the PR Division Members in order to help them to be informed voters. 



 
Kent added that if there were to be a person appointed to a three-year term on Legislative 
Assembly that he/she should not be someone new to the division. 
 
Ferguson added that Legislative Assembly had a taste of administration vs. faculty.  She 
added that the assembly members were often asked to act on proposals about which they 
had little to know background. 
 
Carl Botan added that the Corporate/Administrative feeling had a long history.  He 
reminded those in attendance that many of the early leaders of NCA often paid out of 
their own pockets to keep the organization afloat.  He also said that the pressure to 
become more corporate came from the faculty and suggested that perhaps there had been 
too much pressure which caused the organization to go too far in its policies.   
 
O’Malley asked if there were any draw backs to having someone appointed to a three-
year term as the PRD representative to Legislative Assembly. 
 
Ferguson and Kent said that the only drawback was the need to be available for meetings, 
which would run from the conference’s beginning to its end.  Ferguson added that the 
benefits would outweigh the costs. 
 
Members moved to accept the recommendation. 
Passed with acclimation. 
 
Nominations for representatives were called for.  Carl Botan was nominated from the 
floor.  He accepted the nomination and was accepted by unanimous consent.  The officers 
thanked Botan for his service. 
 
2.) Lifetime Achievement Award Proposal: Set criteria or standards for award.  Proposed; 
Nominations will be sought by June 1. Nominees will have a record of substantial 
contributions as scholars-teachers in the public relations discipline.  The recommendation 
will be made to the board members by September 1, and the award recipient will be 
announced at the November Public Relations Business Meeting. 
 
Ferguson asked those in attendance if there was interest in having a committee for the 
Lifetime Achievement Award.  A member of the division asked if this work could be 
done by PRide Committee.  Kent and Ferguson suggested that it would be better to have 
committee made up of individuals with extensive knowledge of the division. 
 
It was decided to establish the criteria for the award as presented on the agenda.   
Members of the division voted and accepted this motion by acclimation.  It was decided 
that past chairs would be selected to serve as members of the selection committee. 
 
 
 
 



New Business 
 
Vorvoreanu reminded the membership that the division did have a website.  She added 
that if one googled NCA PR, it would be the first  name to come up.  She also stated that 
listserv information was available on the website. 
 
She reminded those in attendance that she had sent an e-mail out asking for members to 
send links to the websites and blogs.  She had had only two responses.  She added that 
having such information was good for the division. 
 
She informed the membership about a resource called PROpenMic.  She explained that it 
was like facebook  for practitioners, students and faculty.  She added that it was a great 
way to become involved and to be a part of the conversation. She encouraged everyone to 
join the network. 
 
She also told those in attendance about an initiative she wanted to try.  She said that since 
social media was so important in public relations, she wanted to have a collective NCA 
blog.  She added that she could easily set up the technology.  She also said that if 
everyone signed up to write for the blog, each person would only be responsible for one 
or two posts a year.  She added that the blog was important because it would show that 
we as a division had something to say. 
 
Kaye Sweetster added that doing such was important and noted that AEJMC already had 
a similar blog. 
 
Waters added that it would be a great way to find research partners, panelists, etc. 
 
Vorvoreanu said that we needed to practice what we preached. 
 
Officers told Vorvoreanu that she had the support of the division to go ahead with the 
project. 
 
Vorvoreanu then passed around a sign-up sheet for those interested in writing for the 
blog. 
 
Smith spoke on behalf of Dean Kruckeberg about the Commission.  Smith said that 
membership of the group had declined from 35 to about 14.  According to Smith 
Kruckeberg said that there was no NCA representative and wanted to know how to 
proceed. 
 
Botan said that NCA did have a representative and that that person was Kruckeberg.  He 
also added that Tim Coombs was also a member of the Commission.   
 
Smith then said that Kruckeberg would like for there to be another representative from 
NCA.  He explained that the Commission members meet twice a year and not always in 
conjunction with a conference.  He added that travel would be at the member’s expense.  



He said that the NCA representative would need to be someone with experience and 
knowledge of both NCA and the Commission.  He added that the person would have to 
have a strong voice and should not be untenured. 
 
Neff added that the Commission usually met three to four times a year. 
 
Botan further explained that more meetings were typical when the report was being 
written.  He added that usually one meeting would coincide with AEJMC and another 
with the Miami conference. 
 
The officers decided that executive board would consider appropriate candidates for the 
NCA representative. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 
 
 


